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pressing the hope that the earliest practicable date
would be fixed for emancipation.
The special meeting of the Legislature met on
September 10, and advised that the total abolition
of slavery should be decreed for 1929, but the
Governor urged upon the Colonial Secretary the
possibility of fixing 1928. To this Mr. Amery
promptly agreed, and the Bill was carried through
all its stages by September 22, and the 214,000
slaves of Sierra Leone Protectorate were declared
free as from January i, 1928.
What, then, is the position in the Protectorate
to-day ? The Acting Commissioner for J>ID
Northern Province reports that the Ordinance of
I927,1 for the abolition of the legal status of slavery,
has been fully explained to the chiefs at their public
meetings, but has had very little immediate effect
except in certain territories in the Bombali District
and the Koinadugu District. The Acting Com-
missioner goes on to report that it is too early yet
to estimate what the full effect of the Ordinance
will be, but that " it is quite certain that the situa-
tion has been accepted by all concerned with the
utmost loyalty."2 He proceeds to assure the
Governor of the Colony that no apprehension need
be felt in regard to the migration of the freed slaves
on a large scale, from one part of the Protectorate
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